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Add a touch of the unexpected to your garden. From agaves to ice plants and sedums to

sempervivums, hardy succulents can bring color, texture, and versatility to perennial flower beds in

any climate. This comprehensive guide offers clear growing instructions accompanied by vivid

photography of these durable and beautiful plants. With tips on choosing the right varieties for every

North American hardiness zone, you can enjoy all the quirky vibrancy of succulents wherever you

live.Â 
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I like plants. I recently took sort of an inventory of the plants we have in our home, planted in our

yard (and our yard includes deep woods), and even a somewhat hurried inventory of the plant

books I have on my bookshelves. To my surprise I found that a great many of the plants I attend,

cultivate and enjoy fall into the category of succulents. I suppose there are reasons for this; two

primary ones come to my mind almost instantly.First, succulents are hard to kill. I am quite good at

killing off plants. Succulents can take a tremendous about of neglect and abuse and still thrive, look

good and reproduce.Secondly, I simply like them. They are extremely pleasing to my eye, can be

rather spectacular and for the most part easy to control.The book being reviewed here, `Hardy

Succulents' is a pure joy to read and is simply packed with good information. The photographs are

top of the line. The text is easy to read, understandable and very well written. While it may be a bit

lacking in minute detail as to some of the more technical aspects of growing these amazing plants, it



is never-the-less quite adequate for the beginning, average and advanced gardener.There are other

books that go into much more details as to being species specific, but this work gives a very good

overview of varieties and families that are available and most importantly, it gives good advice as to

how to keep these plants alive and thriving with a minimum of hassle.One of my hobbies is building

miniature gardens, both outside and inside. I find this category of plant to be aesthetically perfect for

my particular needs and perfect to work with in what I attempt to create.
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